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Statement of Purpose 

In accordance with requirements set by the Illinois Department of Public Health rules, Title77 : Part 

600.400: Public Health Practice Standards, the Vermilion County Health Department submit s the 2017-

2022 Vermilion County Community Health Plan. This document was designed under the guidance 

structure provided by the Illinois Project for Local Assessment of Needs (IPLAN).  The plan is the result of 

a comprehensive, community -based public health needs assessment, including reviews of relevant data, 

collective perceptions of the community participants, and dialogue about the overall health of Vermilion 

County. This document i s presented as a guidance structure to improve the overall health and well-being 

of Vermilion County residents over the next three years, by setting attainable goals with measurable 

outcomes. Note that this assessment was prepared during the COVID-19 pandemic. However,  data 

collection was completed before the outbreak. Therefore, changes such as identification of survey 

ÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÌÕÛÚɀɯ×ÌÙÊÌ×ÛÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÊÖÕÊÌÙÕÚɯÈÕËɯÜÕÌÔ×ÓÖàÔÌÕÛɯÙÈÛÌÚɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯËÜÌɯÛÖɯ".5(#-19.   

Executive Summary  

There are many factors that can influence the health and well -being of a community.  The healthier a 

community is, the better its future will be.  Vermilion County has had a long history of challenge s facing 

it as a community.  Vermilion County has been ranked in the bottom  quartile of the County Health 

Rankings (Robert Woods Johnson Foundation) since the rankings were first presented in 2010.   Many of 

these problems are deep-rooted and have become the community cultural norm , such as a high teen 

pregnancy rate.   

At the national level, Healthy People 2020 provides a comprehensive set of 10-year national goals and 

objectives for improving the health of all Americans.  Healthy People 2020 contains 42 topic areas for 

communities to focus their attention on including high prior ity Leading Health Indicators .    

The Vermilion County Health Department, as a certified local health department for Vermilion County, 

Illinois , is charged with  assessing the health and well -being of our community . This is accomplished by 

retrieving and presenting relevant data, seeking community input, generating dialogue, and identifying 

existing and needed resources that lead to the development of strategies with measurable outcomes 

addressing the identified priorities.  

An Executive Committee was formed several years ago to meet the state assessment requirements of the 

county health departments, hospitals, and mental health boards.  This joint assessment is completed 

every three (3) years to accommodate the requirements of both the Hospitals and Mental Health boards.  

The Executive Committee consists of members from OSF Healthcare, Carle, United Way of Danville Area, 

The Vermilion County 708 Mental Health Board , and the Vermilion County Health Department.  Because 

Carle and OSF have locations in Champaign, the Champaign Urbana Public Health District and United 

Way of Champaign County  are included in the Executive Committee.      

The 2021-2023 Vermilion County Community Health Plan was accomplished with direct contribution 

from the Vermi lion County Health Department, the Executive Committee, the Regional Community 
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Health Plan Coordinator , and a variety of agencies and organizations (see list of Executive Committee 

Members and Community Advisory Committee Members) from across Vermilion C ounty.  In addition, 

we received direct input from over 11 00 county residents via a community survey.  Development of this 

plan was truly a collaborative effort working with our community partners, our local schools of nursing, 

our local and state government representatives, and input from our county residents.   

The Executive Committee used the Mobilizing for Action through Planning and Partnership (MAPP) 

model . This ÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɪÉÈÚÌËɯÔÖËÌÓɯÕÌÊÌÚÚÐÛÈÛÌÚɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÌÕÎÈÎÌÔÌÕÛɯÈÛɯÈÓÓɯÓÌÝÌÓÚɯÛÖɯÊÖÕËÜÊÛɯÛÏÌɯ

Vermili on County Community Health Assessment. Developed by the National Association of County 

and City Health Officials (NACCHO) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), MAPP 

is a community -wide strategic planning process for improving community health. Research shows that 

aligned efforts working towards a shared goal are more effective in addressing complex, social issues 

than isolated efforts working independently towards the same issue. MAPP is not an agency -focused 

assessment framework; rather, it is an interactive process that can improve the efficiency, effectiveness, 

and performance of our local public health system. Using the MAPP process, we have assessed the 

current health status of the community, identified needs, and created a comprehensive plan to improve 

ÖÜÙɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɀÚɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÉàɯÈÊØÜÐÙÐÕÎɯÐÕ×ÜÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚɯÈÕËɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÚÛÈÒÌÏÖÓËÌÙÚȭɯ 

The MAPP process is composed of four assessments.  Community leaders met multiple times to 

participate in the assessment and review the results of the survey and community health data . Priorities 

and goals are being developed for the 2021-2023 Community Health Improvement Plan.   

Vision: Striving to provide effective, quality health services that will enable Vermilion County to reach its 

full health p otential through collaborations, assessments, and leadership. 

The Four MAPP Assessments: 

The Community Health Status Assessment evaluated the basic 

ËÌÔÖÎÙÈ×ÏÐÊÚɯÈÕËɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɪÙÌÓÈÛÌËɯÚÛÈÛÐÚÛÐÊÚɯÖÍɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚɯÐÕɯ

Vermilion County. Aggregated data accessed from a variety of 

datasets including the County Health Rankings  was used. 

- Vermilion County had an estimated 75,758 residents 

in 2019, a decrease of 9.72% from 2000. The population 

is 82% White, 14% Black/African American, 0.9% 

Asian, and 5% Hispanic.   

- Poverty rates for Residents of Vermilion County residents are at 19.3% and 30% of children are 

living at or below the poverty level.   

- Nearly 30% of the population are insured through Medicaid.  

- 41% of adult residents reported being obese, an increase from the previous year of 35%.  

- An increase in childhood obesity rose from 20.7 to 21.47. 

- The leading causes of death in Vermilion County are diseases of the heart, cancer, stroke, chronic 

lower respiratory disease, and accidents. 
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To perform the Community Themes an d Strengths Assessment, 1,153 community residents, representing 

ÛÏÌɯÌÕÛÐÙÌÛàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÛàȮɯÞÌÙÌɯÚÜÙÝÌàÌËɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯÈÕɯÐÕɪËÌ×ÛÏɯ×ÐÊÛÜÙÌɯÖÍɯthe communities strengths and 

weaknesses.  Identical surveys were also collected from 83 Agency/Organization Stakeholders.  

- Residents identified Police, Fire, Rescue; Parks and Recreation; Educational Opportunity; 

Affordable housing; and Access to Healthcare as community strengths.  

- Respondents identified Income / Poverty; Substance Abuse; Firearm-Related Injuries; Mental 

Health Disorders; and Access to Employment as top threats to the community.   

- Respondents were satisfied with medical and dental services available along with the food 

pantries in Vermilion County.  

- Behavioral health, Violence, and Income/Poverty were identified as top health priorities.  

Health Priorities  

Based on the four MAPP assessments, community leaders convened to identify priorities. Participants 

voted to select the top three health priorities to address in our 2021-2023 implementation cycle. Based on 

the "ÌÕÛÌÙɯÍÖÙɯ#ÐÚÌÈÚÌɯ"ÖÕÛÙÖÓɀÚɯȹCDC) model, SMART objectives were used to identify goals and 

objectives within each priority area that were feasible, actionable, and could be implemented in the 

upcoming years. Workgroups then formed and met to form ulate goals and action plans to address each 

of the priorities.  

Behavioral Health: increase capacity and access to care, support Mental Health First Aid trainings, 

promote education and training on mental and behavioral health to reduce stigma, provide tar geted 

prevention programs.   

Violence: promote community -police relations, reduce community violence through partnership, and 

establish violence interruption program . 

Income/Poverty: promote post graduate paths to high school students, increase awareness of assistance 

programs, decrease food insecurity  

The Vermilion County Health Department staff members, the Executive Committee, and its community 

partners on the Community Advisory Committee, join the Vermilion County Board of Health in 

submitting for appro val this 3-year plan to improve the health of the residents of Vermilion County.   
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Introduction and Framework  

The Vermilion County Community Health Plan provides a current depiction of the health and needs of 

5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÍÜÓÍÐÓÓÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚɯÚÛÈÛÌɯÓÈÞɯÙÌØÜÐÙÐÕÎɯÓÖÊÈÓɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯËÌ×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛÚɯÛÖɯ

conduct the Illinois Project for Local Assessment of Needs (IPLAN). The detailed assessment and plan 

provides the foundation for evidence -based health planning and decision-making.  

The essential elements of the IPLAN include: An organizational capacity assessment; a community health 

needs assessment; and a community health plan, focusing on a minimum of three priority health 

problems.  

The Vermilion County Community Health Plan was created using the Mobilizing for Action through 

Planning and Partnerships (MAPP) . MAPP helps communities form effective partnerships that can better 

identify their unique circumstances and needs , and develop wise use of their resources. MAPP is a 

community -driven process; it requires a high-level of participation from community organi zations and 

residents. This model uses a variety of methods to identify health trends in the community, recognize 

gaps in care, evaluate assets, and develop and implement a plan that successfully addresses community 

health needs.  

Background  

Vermilion Coun ty is located at the eastern part of the state of Illinois with a population of 75,758 

according the US Census Bureau.   The Vermilion County Health Department, as a certified local health 

department for Vermilion County, Illinois, is charged to assess the  health and well -being of our 

community by retrieving and presenting relevant data, seeking community input, generating dialogue, 

and identifying existing and needed resources that lead to the development of strategies with measurable 

outcomes to address the identified priorities. There are many factors that can influence the health and 

well -being of a community. The healthier a community is, the better its future will be. Vermilion County 

has had a long history of challenges facing it as a community. Vermilion County has been ranked in the 

bottom quartile of the County Health Rankings (Robert Woods Johnson Foundation) since the rankings 

were presented in 2010.  

The 2018 Community Health Plan and its priorities were: Teen pregnancy, Substance Abuse, Mental 

Health, and Obesity; improvements were achieved in all areas. Note that OSF Sacred Heart Medical 

Center focused on partnering in the areas of Substance Abuse, Mental Health, and Obesity. In the area of 

teen pregnancy, the workgroup was able to reduce the Teen Pregnancy rate by at least 5% - hitting 

historical lows , reduced over 3% of teens who used drugs/alcohol prior to sexual intercourse, 3% teen 

parents whose sole reason for sex was to become a parent, increased the percentage of teens who never 

had sex, and lastly, increased the percentage of teens participating in extracurricular activities or after 

school work/programs.   The workgroup that focused  on reducing obesity was able to begin tracking 

aggregate childhood BMI data in Vermilion County through Carle Foundation Hospital , increased by at 

least 1% the percentage of teens who report being at a healthy weight and teens eating two  servings of 

fruits and vegetables per day, and lastly decreased by at least 1% the number of adults who report 

consuming one or more sugary drinks per day.  The substance abuse workgroup was able to decrease by 
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3% the number of teens who report illicit drug use in the past year ɬ down from 9% to 4.4%, teens who 

have had at least one drink of alcohol in their lifetime , teens who report that they rode with a dri ver who 

had been drinking, teens who in the past year reported using marijuana, teens who report using 

prescription drugs not prescribed , teens who report drinking 5 or more drinks in a single occasion once 

or twice a week, and lastly was able to improve  by at least 3%, the number of teens who in the past 30 

days refrained from smoking marijuana . The mental health workgroup was able to train more than 2,000 

people in Mental Health First Aid Training , partnered with community organizations to bring Kevin 

Hines to the area to speak at county schools and provide a community presentation with over 4,000 

×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÙÌÈÊÏÌËȮɯÈÕËɯÊÙÌÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯɁ(ÛɀÚɯ.ÒÈàɯ-ÖÛɯÛÖɯ!Ìɯ.ÒÈàɂɯÙÈËÐÖɯ/2  campaign; this program won best in 

the state among small market radio stations. The successes experienced in Vermilion County are in large 

part due to the community efforts, which will be presented in the upcoming Health Plan.  Note the 

specific activities implemented by OSF Sacred Heart Medical Center in order to address their prioritized 

needs can be found in Appendix E and Appendix F.  

MAPP ASSESSMENTS  

I.  Community Health Status Assessment (CHSA)  

The CHSA explores how healthy our residents are, and what the health status is of our community. This 

shows the community's health status and ensures that our priorities include specific health status issues 

(e.g., high lung cancer rates or low immunization rates). The operational definition of health utilized in 

this assessment is taken directly from the World Heal th Organization: Health is a state of complete 

physical, mental, and social wellbeing and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity. The indicators 

analyzed represent this philosophy.  

Methodology  

The Institute of Medicine identifies a need for two kin ds of indicators and indicator sets for use in a 

community health improvement plan. The first is a community health profile with indicators proposed 

ÉàɯÛÏÌɯ(ÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÌɯÖÍɯ,ÌËÐÊÐÕÌɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌɯÈÕɯÖÝÌÙÝÐÌÞɯÖÍɯÈɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɀÚɯÊÏÈÙÈÊÛÌÙÐÚÛÐÊÚɯÈÕËɯÐÛÚɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÚÛÈÛÜÚɯ

and resources. The second is the development of indicator sets for performance monitoring. 

Interpretation of this data through comparison over time or with data from other communities can help 

identify health issues that need to be focused on within Champa ign County. We used aggregated data 

accessed from Countyhealthrankings.org, Center for Disease Control and Prevention, US Census Bureau, 

Illinois Department of Public Health, Illinois State Police Crime Reports, Illinois Department of 

Healthcare and Family  Services, and local city and county agencies. 
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Community Health Assessment Data Collection  

The Community Health Assessment identifies specific community needs by analyzing county and health 

specific data of Vermilion County, Illinois.  Content areas ar e focused on the following indicators:  

1. Demographics and Socioeconomic Characteristics 

2. Social Determinants 

3. Access to Health Services 

4. Quality of Life  

5. Behavioral Risk Factors 

6. Environmental Health  

7. Mental Health  

8. Maternal and Child Health  

9. Chronic Conditions  

10. Death, Injury, and Violence  

11. Infectious Diseases 
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Section One:  Demographics  

Category Definition  

Demographic characteristics include measures of total population as well as percent of total population 

by age group, gender, race and ethnicity, where less populations and subpopulations are located, and the 

rate of change in population density over time,  due to births, deaths and migration patterns.   

Key Findings  

¶ 5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌÚɯÛÖɯËÙÖ×ȭɯɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÞÈÚɯÈɯƝȭƛƖǔɯËÌÊÙÌÈÚÌɯÐÕɯÛÖÛÈÓɯ

population from 2000 -2019 (2019 population based on estimate). 

  

POPULATION ESTIMATES  

Total Population  

Since 2000, the population in Vermilion County 

has steadily decreased as seen in the graph (1.1).   

 

 

  

83,919 81,625 75,758

2000 2010 2019 (estimated)

Vermilion County's 

Total Population

Vermilion County's Total Population

Source:  US Census 

Graph 1.1 
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Age Distribution of 

Population  

As of 2018, the estimated 

distribution of population in 

age, over a 1-year period, in 

Vermilion County varies a 

slightly with Illinois and 

National Trends . Our 

population of 65 and older 

and 18 and younger is higher.    

As of 2018, the median age for 

Vermi lion County was 40.3 

(ACS 5-Year Estimate 2018).   

 

 

 

Racial and Ethnic Composition of Population  

The racial and ethnic 

composition of Vermilion 

County is shown in the 

graph (1.3).  The majority 

ÖÍɯ5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ

popula tion is White 

(82.2%), followed by 

Black/African American 

(14%).  The Hispanic 

population in Vermilion 

County is 5.2%, an 

increase since 2010, which 

was 4.2%.  

(QuickFacts.census.gov)  

 

 

  

24%

57%

19%22%

62%

16%
22%

62%

16%

Under Age 18 Age 18-64 Age 65+

Age Distribution

Vermilion County Illinois United States

82.2%

14.0%
0.4% 0.9% 0.0% 2.5% 5.2%

White Black American

Indian /

Alaska

Native

Asian Native

Hawaiian

Two or

More

Races

Hispanic

Vermilion County's Race 

Composition 2018

Vermilion County's Race Composition

 Source:  US Census 

Graph 1.2 

Source:  US Census 

Graph 1.3 
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Population with Any Disability  

This indicator reports the percent age of the total 

civilian non -institutionalized population with a 

disability.  This indicator is relevant because 

individuals with a disability comprise a 

vulnerable population that requires targeted 

services and outreach by providers.  Vermilion 

County has a much higher percentage than the 

state of Illinois and is above the United States 

percentage as well.  Those 75 and older 

represent 46.7% of the individuals with any 

disability in Vermilion County.  This is the 

highest age group.   
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Veteran Population  

This indicator reports the percentage of the 

population age 18 and older that served (even 

for a short time), but is not currently serving, on 

active duty in the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, 

Marine Corps, or th e Coast Guard, or that 

served in the U.S. Merchant Marine during 

World War II.  Vermilion County has a much 

higher percentage than the state of Illinois and is 

above the United States percentage as well.  

However, there was an overall decrease in the 

percentage of Veterans.   The VA Illiana Health 

Care System is located in Danville, which 

provides our Veterans with local healthcare 

access.  The most recent data showed a decrease 

in the number of ÝÌÛÌÙÈÕɀÚ at all jurisdictional 

levels.   

 

HOUSING  

Homeowner ship has many 

benefits for both individuals and 

communities.  Homeowners are 

more likely to improve their 

homes and be more involved in 

their community.  Vermilion 

County has a higher percentage of 

those who own their own homes.    

The number of vacant units 

increased from 10.1% in 2010 to 

16.5% in 2018 in Vermilion 

County.  

 

 

 

 

68.4%

31.6% 16.5%

66.0%

34.0%
9.5%

63.9%
36.1%

12.3%

Owner Occupied Renter Occupied Vacant Units

Housing in 

Vermilion County

Vermilion County Illinois United States

Source:  US Census 

Graph 1.4 

Figure 1 



Vermilion County Community Health Plan  2021-2023 

 

Vermilion County  Page 17 

 

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE  

The unemployment rate in Vermilion County has mostly remained above the unemployment rate for the 

State of Illinois since 2010.    However, unemployment in Vermilion County has steadily gone down, but 

still is higher than most of the neighboring counties.  The latest unemployment rate was in March 2020 at 

ƗȭƜȮɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÛÏÌɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯ(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚɀɯÙÈÛÌɯÞÈÚɯƘȭƘȭɯɯɯDue to COVID -19, unemployment rates after this skyrocketed 

across the nation.   

 

Figure 2 
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POVERTY  

3ÏÌɯÎÖÝÌÙÕÔÌÕÛɀÚɯËÌÍÐÕÐÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ×ÖÝÌÙÛàɯÓÌÝÌÓɯÐÚɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÛÖÛÈÓɯÐÕÊÖÔÌɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÎÙÈ×ÏɯÉÌÓÖÞɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛÚɯ

the poverty percentages for both total population and children in Vermilion County, the State of Illinois, 

and neighboring counties.  The numbers for poverty vary from source to source but the remaining fact is 

poverty  is a serious issue within Vermilion County.    

 

Living Arrangements for Children  

We have seen an 

increase in children 

being raised in 

single-parent 

households in 

Vermilion County.  

Studies show that 

children in single -

parent families 

were more likely to 

be poor.   

  

12.1% 12.3%
19.2%

30.4%

16.4% 13.6%
17.4% 19.3%

16.0% 16.0% 18.0% 20.0% 23.0% 20.0%
27.0% 30.0%
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10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%
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Poverty Rates for Selected Counties in Illinois 

Persons in Poverty Child

0.0%
10.0%
20.0%
30.0%
40.0%
50.0%
60.0%

Living Arrangement for Children by 

Household Type for Vermilion 

County

2010-2014

2013-2017

 

Source:   County Health Rankings; US Census  

Graph 1.5  

Source:  American Community Survey  

Graph 1.6 
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Section Two:  Social Determinants  

Category Definition  

Social determinants of health are conditions in the environments in which people are born, live, learn, 

work, play, worship, and age . These affect a wide range of health, functioning, and quality -of-life 

outcomes and risks (Healthy People 2020). 

Key Findings  

¶ Vermilion County continues to see an upward t rend in the percentage of people 25 and older 

with a high school degree or higher.   The Vermilion County percentage of 88.1% slightly lags 

ÉÌÏÐÕËɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛÈÎÌɯÖÍɯƜƜȭƝǔȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÚɯÈÉÖÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛÈÎÌɯÖÍɯƜƛȭƛǔɯȹ "2ɯƖƔƕƘ-

2018). 

¶ The percentage ÖÍɯ5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚɯƖƙɯÈÕËɯÖÓËÌÙȮɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯÉÈÊÏÌÓÖÙɀÚɯËÌÎÙÌÌɯÖÙɯÏÐÎÏÌÙȮɯ

rose from 13.7% in 2010 to 16.1% in 2018 (ACS 1-year estimate) 

EDUCATION  

While Vermilion County has seen some improvement in the education attainment, we are far below the 

State of Illinois and National averages.  Our county has also seen a significant drop of our 18-24 

population who are enrolled in college or graduate school. When looking at the difference between 

gender, we see a large discrepancy where males (27.7%) between 18-24 are more likely to be enrolled in 

college or graduate studies than females (11.8%).   Education provides economic benefits to a community 

in many ways.  The more educated a person is, the better he or she is equipped for higher-level jobs, 

improved h ealth, more stable families, improved environments, and lower crime rate.  You can see in the 

chart below, more adults over 25 are completing high school, whereas fewer are attending a college.   

Table 2.1:  Education Attainment for adults 25 years and over in Vermilion County.   

 2010 2014 2018 * 

Less than High School  15.1% 13.7% 9.5% 

High School Graduate 

(includes equivalency)  

40.3% 40.4% 43.7% 

Some College and 

Associateõs Degree 

30.8% 32.1% 30.7% 

Bachelorõs Degree or 

Higher  

13.7% 13.8% 16.1% 

Source:  US Census American Community Survey 1 year Estimate 2018* 
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Table 2.2 Vermilion County Population 18 to 24 years enrolled in college or graduate school 

 2012 2013 2018* 

Population 18 to 24 

years  
7,272 6,912 6,417 

Enrolled in College or 

Graduate School  
27.0% 28.4% 19.9% 

Source:  US Census Data American Community Survey 1 Year Estimate 2018* 

 

FREE AND REDUCED LUNC HES 

The National School Lunch Program (NSLP) is a federally assisted meal program operating in public and 

nonprofit private schools and residential childcare institutions.  The Free and Reduced Lunch numbers 

are relevant because it assesses vulnerable populations, which  are more likely to have multiple health 

access needs, health status needs, and social support needs.  The following graphs show the trend that 

Vermilion County has been following since 2008.   

 

 

Figure 3 
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HOUSEHOLDS WITH SNAP BENEFITS 

In the report area, about 16.35% of Vermilion County households receive Supplemental Nutrition 

 ÚÚÐÚÛÈÕÊÌɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯȹ2- /ȺɯÉÌÕÌÍÐÛÚȭɯɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÈÚɯɁ%ÖÖËɯ2ÛÈÔ×Úɂȭɯɯɯ5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ

percentage is greater than the national average of 12.65%.  This is relevant because it assesses vulnerable 

populations, which  are more likely to have multiple health access needs, health status needs, and social 

support needs.   

Table 2.4:  SNAP Benefits for Vermilion County Households 

Report A rea  Total 

Households  
Household 

Receiving 

Snap 

Benefits  

Percent 

Households 

Receiving SNAP 

Benefits  

Vermilion County, IL  31,180 5,232 16.78% 

Illinois    13.07% 

United States    12.22% 

Note: This indicator is compared to the state average. 

Data Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey . 2014-18. Source 

geography: Tract 

Table 2.5 Characteristics of SNAP householders 

Characteristics of SNAP Householders  in Vermilion County  

Households By Race (SNAP benefit recipients)  Percentage 

White  12.59% 

Black  42.98% 

Asian  3.59% 

American Indian / Alaska Native  12.70% 

Other Race  3.92% 

Multiple Race  28.26% 

Hispanic  18.54% 

Median Income of Households Receiving SNAP $15,034.00 

Source:  US Census Bureau,  American Community Survey 2014-2018 

Figure 4 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
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POPULATION RECEIVING  MEDICAID  OR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE  

This indicator reports the percentage of the population with insurance enrolled in Medicaid (or other 

means-tested public health insurance).  This indicator is relevant because it assesses vulnerable 

populations that are more likely to have multiple health access  needs, health status needs, and social 

support needs.   

The percentage of Insured Population Receiving Medicaid in  Vermilion County is much higher than that 

of the State of Illinois and the Nation.   

Table: 2.6:  Medicaid in Vermilion County 

Report 

Area  

 

 

Total 

Population 

(For Whom 

Insurance 

Status is 

Determined)  

Population 

with any 

health 

Insurance  

Population 

Receivi ng 

Medicaid  

Population 

of Insured 

Population 

Receiving 

Medicaid  

Vermilion 

County  
75,825 71,169 21,085 29.63% 

Illinois     21.20% 

United 

States 
   22.18% 

Note: This indicator is compared with the state average.  

Data Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey. 2014-18. Source 

geography: Tract 

 

 

Figure 6 

 

 

Figure 5 
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The following indicator of Public Assistance Income reports the percentage of household receiving public 

assistance income.  Public assistance income includes general assistance and Temporary Assistance to 

Needy Families (TANF).  Separate payments received for hospital or other medical care (vendor 

payments) are excluded.  This does not include Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or noncash benefits 

such as Food Stamps.  Vermilion County has a lower percentage of households collecting public 

assistance income than both the state and the nation.   

Table 2.7:  Income ɬ Public Assistance Income 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report Area  

 

 

Total 

Households  

Households 

with Public 

Assistance 

Income  

Percent 

Households 

with Public 

Assistance 

Income  

Vermilion 

County  
31,180 653 2.09% 

Illinois    2.37% 

United States    2.45% 

Note: This indicator is compared with the state average.  

Data Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey. 2014-18. Source 

geography: Tract 

Figure 7 
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TRANSPORTATION  

Ɂ3ÏÌɯ1ÖÈËɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯ/ÖÝÌÙÛàɯÐÚɯ/ÈÝÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯ!ÌÛÛÌÙɯ3ÙÈÕÚ×ÖÙÛÈÛÐÖÕɂɯȹ2ÌÈÕɯ$ÊÒÏÈÙËÛȺȭɯɯTransportation is important 

for many reasons, including travel, economic activity, and mobility.  Transportation includes buses, cars, 

trains, and other vehicles.   

Households w ith No Motor Vehicle  

This indicator reports the number and percentage of households with no motor vehicle based on the 

latest 5-year American Community Survey estimates.   

Table: 2.8:  Household with no Motor Vehicle 

Report Area  Total 

Occupied 

Households  

Households 

with No 

Motor 

Vehicle  

Percentage 

of 

Households 

with no Motor 

Vehicle  

Vermilion 

County  
31,180 3,247 10.41% 

Illinois    10.82% 

United States    8.71% 

Note: This indicator is compared with the state average. 

Data Source: US Census Bureau, American Community  Survey. 2014-18. Source 

geography: Tract 

 

 

Figure 9 

  

 

Figure 8 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
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Use of Public Transportation  

This indicator reports the p ercentage of population using public transportation as their primary means to 

Commute to Work.  The residents of Vermilion County have access to CRIS Rural Mass Transit and 

Danville Mass Transit (DMT ).  CRIS Rural Mass Transit provides general public and senior transportation 

to the residents of Vermilion County.  There are some agencies or townships / villages who offer limited 

transportation help.  Danville Mass Transit provides public transportatio n services in Danville and 

nearby communities.   Danville Mass Transit provided service 589,544 times in Fiscal Year 2017-2018.  

However, the use of public transit for commuting to work is lower than that of the State of Illinois and the 

United States.   

Table 2.8:  Commuting to Work in Vermilion County via Public Transit 

Report 

Area  

Total 

Population 

Employed 

Age 16+  

Population 

Using 

Public 

Transit for 

Commute 

to Work  

Percent 

Population 

Using 

Public 

Transit for 

Commute 

to Work.  

Vermilion 

County  
31,216 238 0.76% 

Illinois    9.4% 

United 

States  
  5.05% 

Note: This indicator is compared with the state average.  

Data Source: US Census Bureau, American Community  Survey. 

2014-18. Source geography: Tract 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
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Section Three:  Access to Health 

Services 

Category Definition  

 ÊÊÌÚÚɯÛÖɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌÚɯÈÍÍÌÊÛÚɯÈɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÈÕËɯÞÌÓÓ-being.  Regular and reliable access to health 

services can: 

¶ Prevent disease and disability 

¶ Detect and treat illnesses or other health conditions 

¶ Increase quality of life  

¶ Reduce the likelihood of premature (early) death  

¶ Increase life expectancy 

 (Healthy People 2020) 

Key Findings  

¶ Vermilion County ranked 91 out of 102 for Clinical Care.  

¶ 5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÜÕÐÕÚÜÙÌËɯÙÈÛÌɯÙÌÔÈÐÕÚɯÉÌÓÖÞɯÛÏÌɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯ(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚɀɯÙÈÛÌȭɯɯ 

¶ Vermilion County still has a very high ratio of population to dentists and primary physicians.   

¶ Although preventable hospital stays have gone down over the years, Vermilion County  remains 

higher than the State of Illinois and top US Performers.  

HEALTH INSURANCE / U NINSURED  

The graph (3.1) depicts the 

percentages of Vermilion 

County and neighboring 

counties from the 2020 

County Health Rankings 

(2017 data). In 2010, the 

Affordable Care Act was 

signed into law and 

became enacted in 2013. 

During this time, the 

percentage of Vermilion 

"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÜÕËÌÙɯ

65 without insurance was 

14%.  

8.0%

5.0%
6.0% 6.0% 6.0% 6.0% 6.0%

7.0%

0.0%
2.0%
4.0%
6.0%
8.0%

10.0%

Uninsured Percentages for 

Selected Counties

Percentage

 Source:  County Health Rankings 

Graph 3.1 
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5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ

uninsured rate has been 

consistently below Illinois ɀɯ

rate.   In 2020 (2017 data), 

the rate in Vermilion 

County was 6% and below 

(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚɀɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛÈÎÌɯÖÍɯƜǔɯ

and in line with US top 

performers at 6%.  

 

 

 

 

Source:   County Health Rankings 

Graph 3.2 

 

CLINICAL CARE RATING  AND ACCESS TO PROVIDERS 

Clinical Care  

According to the 2020 RWJF County Rankings, Vermilion County rated 91 out of 102 counties for Clinical 

Care.  In 2016, the rating was 63.  Only three of the seven areas in Clinical Care for the County Health 

Rankings improved in Vermilion County between 20 19 and 2020.   Areas that improved in Clinical Care 

were the ratios of Mental Health Providers and Dentists to the population and the percentage of Medicare 

Enrollees getting their Flu Vaccinations.    

 

Primary Care Providers  

Access to care in Vermilion County is reflected in the following data from the RWJF County Health 

Rankings.  The graph (3.3) depicts the ratio of the population to the number of healthcare providers in 

Vermilion County, Illinois, and US Top Performers over the last 4 years.  We continu e to be far above the 

state of Illinois and US Top Performers.  This indicator is relevant because a shortage of healthcare 

providers contributes to access needs and health status issues.   

9%

6% 6% 6%

11%

8%
7%

8%8%

6% 6% 6%

2014 2015 2016 2017

Uninsured Percentages

Vermilion County Illinois US Top Performers
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Source:  County Health Rankings  

Graph 3.3 

 

DENTAL  CARE 

Dentists 

The ratio of population to 

dentists in Vermilion County is 

more than double that of Illinois 

and Top US Performers.  Access 

to dental care in our community 

continues to be a challenge.  Very 

few dentists take a medical card 

and many families do not have 

any dental insurance so they are 

not seeking care.    

The Federally Qualified Health 

"ÌÕÛÌÙȮɯ ÜÕÛɯ,ÈÙÛÏÈɀÚɯÈÕËɯÖÕÌɯ

other local dentist do take the 

medical card.  If clients do not 

have a medical card, their 

treatment policy requires an up -

front payment befor e treatment.   

2,210 2,200 2,110
2,290

1,240 1,303
1,050

1,250
1,040

1,240 1,230
1,030

2014 2015 2016 2017

Ratio of Population to Primary Care 

Providers

Vermilion County Illinois US Top Performers

3,050 3,000 2,890 2,740

1,380 1,280 1,260 12801,320 1,330 1,310 1,240

2015 2016 2017 2018

Ratio of Population to 

Dentists

Vermilion County Illinois US Top Performers

 Source:  County Health Rankings  

Graph 3.4 
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PREVENTABLE HOSPITAL  STAYS 

This indicator reports the number of 

hospital stays for ambulatory -care sensitive 

conditions per 1,000 Medicaid enrollees.  

Ambulatory care sensitive conditions 

include pneumonia, dehydration, asthma, 

diabetes, and other conditions, which  could 

have been prevented if adequate primary 

care resources were available and accessed 

by those patients.  The method of data 

collection changed for this indicator, which 

is why t here are only two years to show. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6,062 6,848

2,765
5,0924,980

2,761

2016 2017

Preventable Hospital 

Stays

Vermilion County Illinois US Top Performers

 Source:  County Health Rankings 

Graph 3.5 
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Section Four:  Quality of Life  

Category Definition  

Quality of Life is a multi -dimensional concept that includes domains related to physical, mental, 

emotional, and social functioning ( Healthy People 2020). 

Key Findings  

¶ Vermilion County saw 11 of the 35 ranked areas improve from 2019 to 2020 for the County 

Health Rankings.   

¶ 75% of Vermilion County Residents have sufficient access to recreation and health facilities.   

 

COUNTY HEALTH RANKIN GS 

The Robert Wood Foundation Program (RWFP) has been collecting county-level data for the entire 

United States since 2010.  In 2019, Vermilion County ranked 102 out of 102 counties in County Health 

Rankings for Illinois.  In 2020, Vermilion County was able to make a slight  improvement to 101 out of 102 

counties.   While the overall rating for Vermilion County continues to be a challenge, Vermilion County 

did see some very positive results in their 2020 County Health Data.  Eleven of the 35 areas that affect the 

ranking impr oved from the prior year.  Five of the data points were either new or had changed the way 

they were collected, but these data points were not included in overall ranking.  (See Appendix A for a copy 

of the 2020 County Health Rankings) 

 

PERCEIVED HEALTH STATUS 

.ÝÌÙÈÓÓɯ×ÌÙÊÌÐÝÌËɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÊÈÕɯÎÙÌÈÛÓàɯÈÍÍÌÊÛɯÖÕÌɀÚɯday-to-day functions.  Self-reported health status is a 

general measure of health-related quality of life in a population.  Recipients of the study were asked the 

ÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚȯɯɯɁ(ÕɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÓȮɯÞÖuld you say that your health is excellent, very good, good, fair, or 

×ÖÖÙȳɯɯ3ÏÌɯÝÈÓÜÌɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛÌËɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛÈÎÌɯÖÍɯÈËÜÓÛɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÌÕÛÚɯÞÏÖɯÙÈÛÌɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÈÚɯɁÍÈÐÙɂɯÖÙɯɁ×ÖÖÙɂȭɯɯ

3ÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕɯÈÚÒÌËȯɯɯɁ3ÏÐÕÒÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯàÖÜÙɯ×ÏàÚÐÊÈÓɯÏÌÈÓÛÏȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌs physical illness and 

ÐÕÑÜÙàȮɯÍÖÙɯÏÖÞɯÔÈÕàɯËÈàÚɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÛɯƗƔɯËÈàÚɯÞÈÚɯàÖÜÙɯ×ÏàÚÐÊÈÓɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÕÖÛɯÎÖÖËȳɂɯɯ3ÏÌɯÝÈÓÜÌɯ

ÙÌ×ÖÙÛÌËɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÈÝÌÙÈÎÌɯÕÜÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯËÈàÚɯÈɯÊÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÈËÜÓÛɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÌÕÛÚɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ×ÏàÚÐÊÈÓɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÞÈÚɯ

not good.   Vermilion County s howed a slight improvement in both areas from the year prior.   
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Table 4.1:  Perceived Health Status 

 Vermilion County  Illinois  US Top Performers 

Poor or Fair Health  18% 17% 12% 

Poor Physical Health 

Days 
4.1 3.8 3.1 

Source:  2020 County Health Rankings  (2017 data) 

Note:  Data for these areas were changed and should not be compared to prior years.   

 

RECREATION AND HEALTH F ACILITIES  

Access to exercise opportunities measures the percentage of individuals in a county who live reasonably 

close to a location for physical activity.  Locations for physical activity are defined as parks or recreational 

facilities.  Parks include local, state, and national parks.  Recreational Centers include a wide variety of 

facilities including gyms, co mmunity centers, YMCAs, dance studios and pools.  Vermilion County has 3 

county parks and 1 state park.  Each community in Vermilion County is home to diverse community 

parks as well.  According to the County Health Rankings, 75% of Vermilion County Reside nts have 

adequate access to opportunities for physical activity, which  increased from 66% in 2017.  Vermilion 

"ÖÜÕÛàɯÚÈÞɯÕÖɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÓÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛȭɯɯ(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚɀɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛÈÎÌɯÐÚɯƝƕǔɯÈÕËɯ42ɯ3Ö×ɯ/ÌÙÍÖÙÔÌÙÚɀɯ

percentage is 91%.  Having adequate access to opportunities for physical activity is defined as individuals 

who: 

¶ Reside in a census block within a half mile of a park or 

¶ In urban census blocks: reside within one mile of a recreational facility or  

¶ In rural census blocks:  reside within three miles of a recreational facility  

 

SEVERE HOUSING PROBLEMS 

Severe Housing Problems is the percentage of households with at least 1 or more of the following 

housing problems: 

¶ Housing unit lacks complete kitchen facilities  

¶ Housing unit lacks complete plumbing facilities  

¶ Household is severely overcrowded  

¶ Household is severely cost burdened 

Severe overcrowding is defined as more than 1.5 persons per room.  Severe cost burden is defined as 

monthly housing costs (including utilities) that exceed 50% of monthly income.  Eleven  percent of 

ÏÖÜÚÌÏÖÓËÚɯÐÕɯ5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɯÈÙÌɯÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙÌËɯÚÌÝÌÙÌȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÈÕɯÐÔ×ÙÖÝÌÔÌÕÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÓÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯ

rankings of 12%. This is compared to the State of Illinois, which has a percentage of 15% (County Health 
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Rankings, 2020).  The City of Danville has been slowly demolishing vacant or unlivable homes.  In 2018, 

Danville  Housing Authority was given permission to demolish 6 buildings .   In 2018, the City of Danville 

demolished 47 structures, in 2019, there was 59 and as of May 2020, 38 structures were demolished in 

2020.   

ASSISTED HOUSING  

 

Since passage of the U.S. Housing Act of 1937, the federal government has provided housing assistance to 

low -income renters. Most of these housing subsidies were provided under programs administered by the 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) or predecessor agencies. All programs 

covered in this report provide subsidies that reduce rents for low -income tenants who meet program 

eligibility requirements. Generally, households pay rent equal to 30 percent of their incomes, after 

deductions, while the federal government pays the remainder of rent or rental costs. To qualify for a 

ÚÜÉÚÐËàȮɯÈÕɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɀÚɯÐÕÊÖÔÌɯÔÜÚÛɯÐÕÐÛÐÈÓÓàɯÍÈÓÓɯÉÌÓÖÞɯÈɯÊÌÙÛÈÐÕ income limit . These income limits are 

HUD -determined, l ocation specific, and vary by household size. Applicants for housing assistance are 

usually placed on a waiting list until a subsidized unit becomes available.  

Assistance provided under HUD programs falls into three categories: public housing, tenant -based, and 

privately owned, project -based. (Source:  Office of Policy Development and Research (PD&R) 

On January 1, 2020, the Housing Authority of the City of Danville (HACD) merged operations with the 

Vermilion County Housing Authority (VCHA).  The following a re the numbers of units and vouchers in 

Vermilion County.   

 

Table 4.2: Local Housing Statistics 

HACD Low Income 

Public Housing  

VCHA Low 

Income Public 

Housing  

HACD Housing 

Choice Voucher 

Unites 

471 212 435 

Source:  Housing Authority of the City of Danville  
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HOMELESSNESS  

Homelessness in Schools 

According to the Regional Office of Education, Vermilion County is part of Area 4, which includes 

Champaign, Ford, Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, Moultrie, Shelby, DeWitt, Livingston, 

McLean, Logan, Iroquois, Kankakee, Macon, and Piatt County (6 Regions).  The chart below shows the 

numbers for the end of the Fiscal Year 2020 (August ɬ November 2019) for students identified as 

McKinney -Vento (homeless).  The definition for homelessness in students is that they lack a fixed, regular 

and adequate nighttime residence.  These children could be staying with friends, family members, 

shelter, hotel/motel, car, or tent.  Source:  Regional Office of Education 

 

Graph 4.1 
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Domestic Violence and Transitional Shelters  

Crosspoint 

Crosspoint at the Y serves women and their children who are experiencing domestic violence and / or 

homelessness and may access shelter services on an emergency basis.  According to Crosspoint at the Y, 

their numbers can vary with being full at times and having openings.  All  families that stay are given case 

managers to help with their needs.  During the fiscal year 2019 (July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019), they saw the 

following:  

¶ Transitional Shelter (TS):  86 Adults, 45 children    (they can live up to a year in the TS) 

¶ Domestic Violence Shelter:   337 Adults,  117 children 

¶ Permanent Housing Program:   19 Adults,   23 children    (19 apartment units)   

Danville Rescue Mission / Dayspring 6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÈÕËɯ"ÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯ 

The Danville Rescue Mission has a shelter for homeless men and can take up to 35.  The Rescue Mission 

also has a new location called Dayspring shelter for women and children.  Its capacity is limited.  
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Section Five :  Behavioral Risk Factors  

Category Definition  

A risk factor is any attribute, characteristic or exposure of an individual that increases the likelihood of 

developing a disease or injury (World Health Organization).  

Key Findings  

¶ Adult obesity rates in Vermilion County are at 41% and the rate adults are reporting that they are 

inactive is at 32%.   

¶ The percentage of people smoking in Vermilion County is 18% and the state of Illinois is 15%. 

¶ The percentage of people reporting excessive drinking (19%) in Vermilion County is lower than 

the state of Illinois (21%).   

¶ Total Drug and Heroin Overdose deaths decreased from their peak in 2017.     

 

PHYSICAL INACTIVITY IN A DULTS AND CHILDREN  AND NUTRITION  

Physical Inactivity is the percentage of adults aged 20 and over reporting no leisure-time physical activity 

within the last 30 days.  Examples of physical activities include running, calisthenics, golf, gardening, or 

walking for exercise .  32% of Vermilion County reported they were physically inactive.  This is hig her 

than the State ÖÍɯ(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚɀ percentage of 22%.   Decreased physical activity has been related to several 

disease conditions such as type 2 diabetes, cancer, stroke, hypertension, cardiovascular disease, and 

premature mortality, independent of obesity.   Source:  2020 County Health Rankings (2016 Data) 

 

Youth 

 

Youth data available from the I Sing the BÖËàɯ$ÓÌÊÛÙÐÊɀÚɯƖƔƕƜɯ8ÖÜÛÏɯ2ÜÙÝÌàɯÚÏÖÞÌËɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎȯ 

 

Å Teens surveyed were physically active for a total of 60 minutes every day for a week ɬ 

30.3% (increase of 18.8% from 2016).   

Å On an average school day, 26.3% of teens surveyed were watching 3 or more hours of TV 

and 59.6% played video or computer games or used a computer for non-school related 

activities in that same time frame.    
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ADULT AND CHILD OBESITY 

Adult Obesity is th e percentage of the adult population (age 20 and older) that reports a body mass index 

(BMI) greater than or equal to 30kg/m2. 

Obesity is often the result of an overall energy imbalance due to poor diet and limited physical activity.   

Obesity increases the risk for health conditions such as coronary heart disease, type 2 diabetes, cancer and 

×ÖÖÙɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÚÛÈÛÜÚȭɯɯ5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÖÉÌÚÐÛàɯÙÈÛÌɯÏÈÚɯÌß×ÓÖËÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯcouple of years to over 41%.  

Children and Obesity  

Childhood Obesity has always been diff icult to obtain locally.  With a partnership with Carle Hospital, 

ÞÌɯÈÙÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÈɯÚÔÈÓÓɯÚÌÎÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÓËɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯÖÉÌÚÐÛàɯËÈÛÈȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯËÈÛÈɯÚÏÖÞÚɯ!,(ÚɯÍÖÙɯ

children actively being seen by Carle for Vermilion County Residents of the ages of 5, 12, and 15.  The 

following Graphs show data for 2017 -2018 Data.  The large increase in 2019 was due to the addition of 

another clinic.  The average BMI was: 

¶ 2017 ɬ 20.7 

¶ 2018 ɬ 21.6 

¶ 2019 ɬ 21.47 

 

Source:  Carle BMI Data 2017-2018 

Graph 5.1 
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SMOKING  

The adult smoking rate is the percentage of the adult population (18 and older) that currently smokes 

every day or most days and has smoked at least 100 cigarettes in their lifetime.   

5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ×ÌÙÊÌntage of adults smoking is 18%, which has remai ned unchanged since 2016.   

3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÏÐÎÏÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÏÌɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯ(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚɀɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛÈÎÌɯÖÍɯ15ǔɯÈÕËɯÈÉÖÝÌɯ3Ö×ɯ42ɯ/ÌÙÍÖÙÔÌÙÚɀɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛÈÎÌɯ

of 14%.  Source:  2020 County Health Rankings (2017 data) 

The 2018, I Sing the Body Electric Vermilion County Survey Report col lected data on a variety of health 

and social indicators.  1,848 students or 55% in grades 9-12 provided responses.  (See ISBE Data in 

Appendix D) 

Teen tobacco use has decreased by 76.6% since 2002 and is now at 7.3% of youth who are current 

smokers.  In 2002, that percentage was 31.2%.    

With the increase in e-cigarette usage in the nation, approximately 19.3% of teens currently use an e-

cigarette.  This is an increase of 54% from 2016 when only 12.5% of teens reported using e-cigarettes.      

 

EXCESSIVE DRINKING  

Adults  

The excessive drinking rate is the percentage of adults that report either binge drinking, defined as 

consuming more than 4 (women) or 5 (men) alcoholic beverages on a single occasion in the past 30 days, 

or heavy drinking, defined as drin king more than one (women) or 2 (men) drinks per day on average.  

 ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ(ÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÌɯÖÕɯ ÓÊÖÏÖÓɯ ÉÜÚÌɯÈÕËɯ ÓÊÖÏÖÓÐÚÔȮɯÖÕÌɯɁÚÛÈÕËÈÙËɂɯËÙÐÕÒɯÊÖÕÛÈÐÕÚɯ

roughly 14 grams of pure alcohol, which  is found in:  

¶ 12 ounces of regular beer, which is usually about 5% alcohol 

¶ 5 ounces of wine, which is typically about 12% alcohol 

¶ 1.5 ounces of distilled spirits, which is about 40% alcohol 

Excessive drinking can lead to a number of adverse health outcomes such as alcohol poisoning, 

hypertension, sexually t ransmitted infections, unintended pregnancy, fetal alcohol syndrome, suicide, 

violence and motor vehicle crashes.   

5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛÈÎÌɯÖÍɯÈËÜÓÛɯÌßÊÌÚÚÐÝÌɯËÙÐÕÒÐÕÎɯÞÈÚɯÈÛɯƕƝǔȭɯɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÓÖÞÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÏÌɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯ

(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚɀɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛÈÎÌɯÖÍɯƖƕǔȮɯÉÜÛɯÈÉÖÝÌɯ3Ö×ɯ42ɯ/ÌÙÍÖÙÔÌÙÚɀɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛÈÎÌɯÖÍɯƕƗǔȭɯɯSource:  2020 County 

Health Rankings (2017 data) 
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Youth 

The following data is from the I Sing the Body Electric survey data report for 2018 on alcohol abuse.  (See 

ISBE data in Appendix D) 

¶ Overall numbers of Vermili on County youth who have had at least one drink of alcohol in their 

lifetimes have fallen to the lowest levels since the surveys were collected in 2002 with a 30.6% 

decline.  The percentage of students is at 54%.  

¶ 13.3% of youth report binge drinking in th e past two weeks, which is a decrease of 64.2% from 

2002.   

¶ 8.3% of youth report that they drank and drove over the past 12 months.  This is a 26.5% decrease 

from 2016.   

 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE STATISTICS 

The United States is experiencing an epidemic of drug overdose deaths.  According to the County Health 

Rankings, since 2000, the rate of drug overdose deaths has increased by 137 percent nationwide, with a 

200 percent increase in deaths involving opioid pain relievers and heroin.  Vermilion County has also 

seen a significant increase in drug-related overdose deaths and heroin specific overdose deaths. 

 The following data is from the I Sing the Body Electric Survey Data for 2018 on Substance Abuse for 

Vermilion County . (See ISBE data in Appendix D)   

¶ 26.8% of youth report using marijuana at least once in the past year, which is a decrease of 4.3% 

from 2016.   

¶ 10.6% of youth report that they have used performance-enhancing ËÙÜÎÚɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÈɯËÖÊÛÖÙɀÚɯ

prescription, which is a slight increase from 9.9% in 2016.   

¶ Approximately 1% of youth report cocaine use within the past year, which was the lowest 

amount, reported in the ISBE survey history.   

¶ In the past year, 8.3% of youth took prescription drugs that were not prescribed for them, a 49% 

decrease from 2012.   

¶ Meth use among youth had a slight increase to 5.9% from 5.7% in 2016. 

¶ 5.1% of youth have used synthetic drugs like K2, Spice, Bath Salts, etc, which is a 51.9% decrease 

from 2016.   

¶ 0% of youth surveyed reported heroin use within the past year.  The highest reported use of 

heroin was in 2010, when 4.2% reported heroin use.    
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Table: 5.1:   Drug, Opioids, and Heroin Overdose Deaths in Vermilion County 

 Any Drug  Any Opioid  Heroin  Opioid 

Analgesics  

2013 9 7 2 1 

2014   16 10 8 3 

2015 15 9 7 4 

2016 23 15 10 10 

2017 25 19 12 14 

2018 16 13 5 11 

% change from 

2017-2018 

-36% -31.6 -58.3 -21.4 

Source:  Illinois Department of Public Health, Death Statistics  

Vermilion County saw a decrease in all drug overdose deaths from 2017 to 2018.  While we do not have 

an exact reason for the decrease, there have been multiple possibilities: 

¶ Substance Abuse Campaign 

¶ Increase in Narcan Education and Use 

¶ Increase use in Methamphetamines 

 

In 2020, IDPH developed an Opioid Data Dashboard to show the significance of in Opioid  Use in Illinois.  

https://idph.illinois.gov/OpioidDataDashboard/   

(ÕɯƖƔƕƝɯȹËÈÛÈɯÐÚɯÚÛÐÓÓɯ×ÙÖÝÐÚÐÖÕÈÓȺȮɯ5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÙÈÛÌÚɯÞÌÙÌȯ 

¶ Non -Fatal Overdose Rate in 2019:  22.47   

o This was the highest rate in the state 

o The 25-34 and 35-44 age ranges held the highest numbers of non-fatal overdoses 

¶ Fatal Overdose Rate in 2019:  2.34 

o The crude rate of the state of IL was 2.35 

 

 

 

https://idph.illinois.gov/OpioidDataDashboard/
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Section Six:  Environmental Health  

Category Definition  

Maintaining a h ealthy environment is central to increasing quality of life and years of healthy life.  

Environmental factors are diverse and far-reaching.  They include: 

¶ Exposure to hazardous substances in the air, water, soil, and food  

¶ Natural and technological disasters 

¶ Physical hazards 

¶ Nutritional deficiencies  

¶ The built environment  

 (Healthy People 2020) 

Key Findings  

¶ The rate per 10,000 population for fast food restaurants in Vermilion County is only 6.74, 

compared to state and national rates of 8.14 and 8.13.   

 

EMERGING DISEASES AND WEST NILE VIRUS 

An emerging disease is one that has appeared in a population for the first time, or that may have existed 

previously but is rapidly increasing in incidence or geographic range (World Health Organization).  West 

Nile  Virus emerged in the United States in the fall of 1999 in the New York Metropolitan areas.  Since 

then it has quickly spread across the country.  West Nile Virus is spread by the bite of an infected 

mosquito.  In 2001, West Nile Virus was first identified  in Illinois.  Vermilion County has had its share of 

positive results in birds, mosquitoes, and horses.  However, since the identification of West Nile Virus in 

Vermilion County, only 3 human cases have occurred, all in 2013.   

 

FOODBORNE ILLNESSES / OUTBREAKS 

%ÖÖËÉÖÙÕÌɯ(ÓÓÕÌÚÚɯÐÚɯÈɯÊÖÔÔÖÕɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔȭɯɯ ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ"#"ȮɯɁ$ÈÊÏɯàÌÈÙȮɯƕɯÐÕɯƚɯ

Americans gets sick by consuming contaminated foods or beverages.  Many different disease-causing 

microbes, or pathogens, can contaminate foods, so there arÌɯÔÈÕàɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÍÖÖËÉÖÙÕÌɯÐÕÍÌÊÛÐÖÕÚȭɂ 

The Communicable Disease Control Program at the Vermilion County Health Department monitors and 

investigates all foodborne illness cases and outbreaks.  The table (6.1) depicts the number of foodborne 

illness cases and outbreaks in Vermilion County from 2012 ɬ 2016.   
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Table 6.1:  Number of Foodborne Illness Cases and Outbreaks in Vermilion County 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Cases  Outbreaks  Cases Outbreaks  Cases Outbreaks  Cases Outbreaks  Cases Outbreaks  

28 2 20 2 11 2 51 2 23 1 

Source:  Vermilion County Annual Reports 2012-2016 

 

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT  

Air Pollution / Particulate Matter and Drinking Water Violations  

 ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ42ɯ$ÕÝÐÙÖÕÔÌÕÛÈÓɯ/ÙÖÛÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ ÎÌÕÊàȮɯɁ/ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÛÌɯ,ÈÛÛÌÙɯȹ/,ȺȮɯÈÓÚÖɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÈÚɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÓÌɯ

pollution, is a complex mixture of extremely small particles and liquid droplets that get into the air.  Once 

inhaled, these particles can affect the hearÛɯÈÕËɯÓÜÕÎÚɯÈÕËɯÊÈÜÚÌɯÚÌÙÐÖÜÚɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÌÍÍÌÊÛÚȭɂɯɯ 

5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ ÐÙɯ/ÖÓÓÜÛion ɬ Particulate Matter is 11.6.  This is the average daily density of fine 

particulate matter in micrograms per cubic meter (PM2.5) in a county.  Top US Performers are 6.1, whi le 

the average of the state of Illinois is 11.1 (County Health Rankings). 

Drinking water violations is an indicator of the presence or absence of health -based drinking water 

violations in counties served by community water systems.  Previous measures had the number of times 

there was a water violation.  In 2016, this was changed to a YES or NO indication.  There are a number of 

limitations with this measure as there is no actual number associated with the violations.   According to 

the 2020 County Health Rankings (2018 data), Vermilion County measured a NO in this category, 

indicating there were no violations.   
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CHILDHOOD LEAD POISO NING  

The number of children with severe levels of blood lead has decreased with time in the State of Illinois, 

but still  maintains one of the highest rates of elevated blood lead levels in the nation (Illinois Department 

of Public Health).  Lead exposure can affect nearly every system in the body.  Exposure can lead to an 

increase in risk for: 

¶ Damage to the brain and nervous system 

¶ Slowed growth and 

development  

¶ Learning and 

behavior problems 

(e.g., reduced IQ, 

ADHD, juvenile 

delinquency, and 

criminal behavior)  

¶ Hearing and speech 

problems 

The graph (6.1) depicts how 

many new childhood lead 

cases with blood lead levels 

above 5 were identified in 

Vermilion County since 2017. 

The number of cases decreased 

as reporting changed from 9 to 

5 open cases.  
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42 41
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Source:  Vermilion County Health Department 

Graph 6.1 
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FOOD ACCESS 

Grocery Stores  

This indicator reports the number of grocery stores per 10,000 population.  Grocery stores are defined as 

supermarkets and smaller grocery stores primarily engaged in retailing a general line of food, such as 

canned and frozen foods; fresh fruits and vegetables; and fresh and prepared meats, fish, and poultry.  

Included are delicatessen-type establishments.  Convenience stores and large general merchandise stores 

that also retail food, such as supercenters and warehouse club stores are excluded.  This indicator is 

relevant because it provides a measure of healthy food access and environmental influences on dietary 

behaviors.  Vermilion County decreased their Grocery Store Rate from 2.45 to 1.72 from 2016 to 2017.   

Table 6.2:  Grocery Stores, Rate 

Report 

Area  

Total 

Population  

Number of 

Establishments  

Establishments, 

Rate per 

10,000 

Population  

Vermilion 

County  
81,625 

(2010 

Census) 

14 (decreased 

from 20) 

1.72 

Illinois    2.10 

United 

States  
  2.10 

Note: This indicator is compared with the state average. 

Data Source: US Census Bureau, County  Business Patterns. 

Additional data analysis by  CARES. 2017. Source geography: ZCTA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 11 

http://www.census.gov/econ/cbp/
http://cares.missouri.edu/
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FOOD INSECURITY AND LOW -FOOD ACCESS 

Food security means access by all people at all times to enough food for an active, healthy life. Hence, 

food insecurity is the percentage of the population who did not have access to a reliable source of food 

during the past year. Source:  2017 County Health Rankings, USDA, Map the Meal Gap 2015 

Table 6.3:  Food Insecurity 

Report 

Area  

Total 

Population  

Food 

Insecure 

Population, 

Total 

Food 

Insecurity 

Rate 

Vermilion 

County  
79,388 11,670 14.7% 

Illinois    10.9% 

United 

States  
  12.63% 

Note: This indicator is compared to the state average. 

Data Source: Feeding America. 2017. Source geography: County 

Low Food Access is the percentage of the population who are low income and do not live close to a 

grocery store. Living close to a grocery store is defined differently in rural and non -rural areas; in rural 

areas, it means living less than 10 miles from a grocery store; in non-rural areas, less than 1 mile. Low 

income is defined as having an annual family income of less than or equal to 200 percent of the federal 

poverty threshold for the family size.   

Table 6.4:  Low Food Access 

Report 

Area  

Low 

Income 

Population  

Low Income 

Population 

with Low Food 

Access  

Percentage of 

Low Income 

Population with 

Low Food 

Access  

Vermilion 

County  
34,610 4,361 12.6% 

Illinois    14.68% 

United 

States  
  18.94% 

Note: This indicator is compared to the state average. 

Data Source: US Department of Agriculture, Economic Research 

Service, USDA - Food Access Research Atlas. 2015 

 

 

Figure 12 

Figure 13 

http://feedingamerica.org/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-access-research-atlas
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Section Seven:  M ental Health  

Category Definition  

,ÌÕÛÈÓɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÐÚɯÌÚÚÌÕÛÐÈÓɯÛÖɯÈɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯÞÌÓÓ-being, healthy family and interpersonal relationships, and the 

ability to live a full and productive life.  Mental health is a state of successful performance of mental 

function, resulting in productive activit ies, fulfilling relationships with other people and the ability to 

adapt to change and to cope with challenges (Healthy People 2020).   

Key Findings  

¶ The ratio of the county population in Vermilion County to the number of mental health providers 

was 340:1.   

¶ The residents of Vermilion County report having more poor mental health days than the state of 

Illinois and Top US Performers.  

¶ Suicide remains a significant cause of death in Vermilion County.   

¶ The percentage of Medicare fee for service recipients reporting depression is higher than the state 

of Illinois, but lower than the United States.   

 

 

ACCESS TO MENTAL HEA LTH C ARE 

Providers  

According to the 2019 County Health Rankings, the ratio of the county population in Vermilion County 

to the number of mental  health providers was 340 :1 (2019 National Provider Identification file data) .  

3ÏÐÚɯÕÜÔÉÌÙɯÐÚɯÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÏÌɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯ(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚɀɯÙÈÛÐÖɯÖÍɯƘƘƔȯƕȮɯÉÜÛ ÔÖÙÌɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÏÌɯ3Ö×ɯ42ɯ/ÌÙÍÖÙÔÌÙÚɀɯÙÈÛÐÖɯ

of 290:1.   The data is based on the number of mental health providers including psychiatrists, 

psychologists, licensed clinical social workers, counselors, marriage and family therapists and advanced 

practice nurses specializing in mental health care.  Vermilion County still has a deficit of mental health 

providers because many are only available through the school systems and the VA, both of which are not 

available to the public .   

Poor Mental Health Days  

The County 'ÌÈÓÛÏɯ1ÈÕÒÐÕÎÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌÚɯÈɯÔÌÈÚÜÙÌɯÍÖÙɯɁ×ÖÖÙɯÔÌÕÛÈÓɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯËÈàÚɂȭɯɯ3ÏÐÚɯÔÌÈÚÜÙÌɯÐÚɯÉÈÚÌËɯ

ÖÕɯÚÜÙÝÌàɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÌÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕȯɯɯɁÛÏÐÕÒÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯàÖÜÙɯÔÌÕÛÈÓɯÏÌÈÓÛÏȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌÚɯÚÛÙÌÚÚȮɯ

depression, and problems with emotions, for how many days during the past 30 days was your mental 

ÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÕÖÛɯÎÖÖËȳɂɯɯ3ÏÌɯÝÈÓÜÌɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛÌËɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÈÝÌÙÈÎÌɯÕÜÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯËÈàÚɯÈɯÊÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÈËÜÓÛɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÌÕÛÚɯ

reported that their mental health was not good.   
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Table 7.1 depicts the measures from the 2020 County Health Rankings (2017 data) of Vermilion County, 

Illinois, and Top US Performers.  

Table 7.1:  Poor Mental Health Days 

 

 2-1-1 CALLS 

 
2-1-1 is provided in Vermilion County through partnership with the United Way of Danville Area.  2-1-1 

is a free and confidential service that helps people find  the local resources they need 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week. The graph shows some of the needs associated with mental health that 2-1-1- received in 

2018-2019.   

 

¶ In 2019, Vermilion County saw an increase in all calls over all from 877 to 947 

¶ In 2019, there was a significant increase in suicide, crisis calls, homeless / shelters / vouchers for 

hotels  

¶ In 2019, there was a decrease in calls for food pantries 

¶ In 2019, 2-1-1 entered a new line of calls for mental health counseling and emotional support  

 

 Vermilion County  Illinois  Top US Performers 

Poor Mental Health 

Days 
4.3 3.8 3.4 

Source:  2020 County Health Rankings  (2017 BRFSS Data) 

33 22

93
77

48
35

78

114

30 21

0

50

100

150

Suicide Crisis Food

Pantries

Homeless /

Shelters

Mental

Health

Counseling

Emotional

Support

2018 2019

Source: United Way of Danville  

Graph 7.1  
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SUICIDE  

Over 40,000 people die by suicide each year 

in the United States.  In 2018, it was the 11th 

leading cause of death in Illinois (IDPH 

Death Statistics).  Individuals who suffer 

from mental illnesses and have depression 

are at a greater risk for suicide.  Vermilion 

County has also seen its share of suicide.  

According to the Unted Way of Danville 

Area 2-1-1 Report, 20 of the 666 calls from 

Vermilion County between April 2015 to 

March 2016 were for suicide.  Seventy-five of 

the calls were for Mental illness.   The graph 

(7.1) shows the number of suicides in 

Vermilion County from 2012 -2019. 

According to the 2020 County Health 

Rankings, which looked at the five year aggragate, the rate for firearm fatalities was 17.   This rate 

ÐÕÊÓÜËÌÚɯÚÜÐÊÐËÌÚȭɯɯ(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚɀɯÙÈÛÌɯÞÈÚɯƕƕȭɯɯ%ÐÙÌÈÙÔɯÍÈÛÈÓÐÛÐÌÚɯÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÕÜÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯËÌÈÛÏÚɯËÜÌɯÛÖɯÍÐÙÌÈÙÔÚɯ×ÌÙɯ

100,000. 

The following are youth statistics from the I Sing the Body Electric 2018 Youth Survey on youth 

depression and suicide.  

¶ 39.5% of youth report that they felt sad or hopeless almost every day for at least two weeks that 

they stopped doing some usual activities.   

¶ 22% of youth have cut or harmed themselves on purpose in the last 12 months.   

¶ In the past 12 months, 22.3% have seriously considered attempting suicide, a 9.9% increase since 

2016.   

¶ 17.4% reported attempting suicide at least once during the past year ɬ nearly double the national 

average of 8.6% 

¶ About 8% of teens who attempted suicide in the past year confided in a f riend; 8.5% told a parent; 

and 7.8% told no one.   

The following information compares the data to State and National Statistics.  Figures are reported as 

crude rates, and as rates age-adjusted to year 2000 standard.  Rates are re-summarized for report area s 

from county level data.   
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Table 7.2:  Suicide, Age-Adjusted Death Rate 

Report Area  Total 

Population  

Average 

Annual 

Deaths, 

2012-2016 

Crude 

Death Rate 

(Per 100,000 

Pop.)  

Age -

Adjusted 

Death Rate 

(Per 100,000 

Pop.)  

Vermilion 

County  
79,072 11 14.2 14.7 

Illinois  12,845,254 1,394 10.85 10.53 

United 

States 
321,050,281 44,061 13.7 13.3 

Note: This indicator is compared with the state average.  

Data Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National  Vital  Statistics  

System. Accessed via CDC WONDER . 2013-17. Source geography: County 

 

DEPRESSION (MEDICARE POPULATION)  

 
 

This indicator reports the percentage of Medicare fee-for -service population with depression.   

Table 7.3:  Depression in Medicare Beneficiaries 

Report Area  Total Medicare 

Beneficiaries  

Beneficiaries 

with Depression  

Percent with 

Depression  

Vermilion 

County  
10,092 1,789 17.7% 

Illinois  1,446,658 236,456 16.3% 

United States  33,725,823 6,047,681 17.9% 

Note: This indicator is compared with the state average.  

Data Source: Centers for  Medicare and Medicaid  Services. 2017.                                                                

Source geography: County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss.htm/
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss.htm/
http://wonder.cdc.gov/
http://www.cms.gov/
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Section Eight:  Maternal and Child 

Health  

Category Definition  

The well -being of mothers, infants, and children determines the health of the next generation and can 

help predict future public health challenges for families, communities, and the medical care system.  

Moreover, healthy birth outcomes and early identific ation and treatment of health conditions among 

infants can prevent death or disability and enable children to reach their full potential (Healthy People 

2020).  This category focuses on birth data and outcomes as well as mortality data for infants and 

children.   

Key Findings  

¶ The number of live births in Vermilion County has gone down significantly over the last 5 years.   

¶ 5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÛÌÌÕɯ×ÙÌÎÕÈÕÊàɯÙÈÛÌɯÙÌÈÊÏÌËɯÐÛÚɯÓÖÞÌÚÛɯÖÍɯƝȭƙǔɯÐÕɯƖƔƕƚɯÚÐÕÊÌɯƕƝƛƔȭɯɯ 

¶ 5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÊÏÐÓËɯÔÖÙÛÈÓÐÛàɯÙÈÛÌɯÐÚɯÔÜÊÏɯhigher than the state of Illinois.   

 

PREGNANCY  

According to Healthy 

People 2020, 

Ɂ/ÙÌÎÕÈÕÊàɯÊÈÕɯ

provide an opportunity 

to identify existing 

health risks in women 

and to prevent future 

health problems for 

women and their 

ÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕȭɂɯɯ 

The number of women 

having babies in 

Vermilion County has 

been steadily going down as are the numbers nationally.  The graph (8.1) shows the number of live births 

from 2010-2017.  The most births since 1970 was 1,785 in 1970.  The fewest births were in 2018 with 932.   
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 Source:  Illinois Department of Public Health- Vital Statistics 
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TEEN PREGNANCY  

The Vermillion County Health Department, along with some partner organization,  focused on impacting 

teen pregnancy. Teen pregnancy rates have been steadily decreasing nationwide over the last few years 

and were at a historic low . The rate of 18.8 per 1,000 women in the 15-19 age group in 2017 (Center for 

Disease Control).  This was a 7% drop from 2016.  Although reasons are not clear, teens may have better 

access to birth control or more teens may be delaying or reducing sexual activity (CDC, Teen Pregnancy).  

While Vermilion County has also seen a decrease in teen pregnancy, it  remains one of the highest teen 

pregnancy percentages in the State of Illinois.  The highest teen pregnancy rate Vermilion County has 

seen since 1970 was 24.0 in 1975, while the lowest teen pregnancy rate Vermilion County has seen was 9.5 

in 2016.  The graph (8.2) shows the percentages of teen pregnancies in Vermilion County and the State of 

IlÓÐÕÖÐÚɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯƖƔƕƔɯÈÕËɯƖƔƕƜȭɯɯ ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯƖƔƖƔɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɯ'ÌÈÓÛÏɯ1ÈÕÒÐÕÎÚȮɯ5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÛÌÌÕɯ

pregnancy rate per 1,000 (female population ages 15-19) was 48.  This rate outcome met our 2017-2022 

IPLAN objective goal of reducing the teen pregnancy ra te by 5%.   It should also be noted that there were 

only 18 teen mothers under the age of 18 in 2018.  This is a huge decrease since 2015 (44 teens under the 

age of 18). In 2005, IDPH began to break the ages down further.     

Source:  Illinois Department of Public Health, Vital Statistics 

*Rates are based on percentages of teen pregnancies and live births  

Graph 8.2 
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Teen pregnancy can have a significant impact on the mother, the child, and the community as a whole.  

Teen moms are less likely to graduate and daughters of teen mothers are more likely to be teen moms 

themselves.   

The following information is from the 2018 I Sing the Body Electric Survey Data regarding sexual 

behaviors among Vermilion County youth.   

¶ 44.2% of Vermilion County teens surveyed have had sexual intercourse at least once in their lives.  

This number is a 12% decrease since 2014.   

¶ 4.5% of these teens report having sex before reaching 13 years old.   

¶ 6.6% of students have been pregnant one or more times or have fathered a child one or more 

times.  This is a 10% increase since 2016.   

¶ 5% of sexually active teens surveyed report they have unprotected sex.  This is 31.5% decrease 

from 2016. 

Vermilion County developed a Teen Pregnancy Workgroup in 2015 to help  reduce the number of teen 

pregnancies.  The group meets on a regular basis, consisting of multiple agencies from the county.  In 

August and September of 2016, the group developed a Teen Pregnancy Survey for mothers who had their 

children as teens.  In 2018, this survey was modified;  one for teen fathers was developed and dispersed.  

52 surveys were collected from teen moms and 7 surveys were collected from teen dads.  While some 

questions were modified, the following chart shows some of the comparisons.   

When looking at these results (Table 8.1) and some of the changes from only two years ago, we saw a 

ÏÜÎÌɯËÌÊÙÌÈÚÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÕÜÔÉÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÌÌÕɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚɯÞÏÖÚÌɯɁÎÖÈÓɂɯÞÈÚɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÉÈÉàɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÛÏÌàɯÞÌÙÌɯÈɯÛÌÌÕȭɯɯ 
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Table 8.1:  Teen Pregnancy Survey Results 

Survey Question  2016 2018 

Primary Source of Information about 

Sex (Top 3)  
 Teen Mom Teen Dad 

Parent  71% 44% 57% 

Class Subject  25% 48% 43% 

Friend 25% 38% 42% 

Was the information given valid?  96.5% - Yes 67% - Yes 86% - Yes 

What was the reason for your sexual 

activity?  (Top 6)  
   

Wanted to Have Sex (new 

question)  
 42% 42% 

Goal of Becoming Pregnant/ 

Having a child  
32% 4% 29% 

Desire to be Loved  36% 31% 29% 

Acceptance / Expectation  47% 25% 29% 

Peer Pressure 11% 15% 0% 

Pressure from a Partner (new 

choice)  
NA  29% 0% 

Why did you Become Pregnant?     

Poor / Unsuccessful Birth Control  50% 32% 14% 

No Access to Birth Control  13% 24% 43% 

Didnõt want to use a condom 

(only teen dad survey 2018)  
  29% 

I wanted to have sex (new 2018 

questions)  
 32% 29% 

Wanted to have a baby  27% 16% 14% 

Source:  Vermilion County Teen Pregnancy Prevention Workgroup 2018 Survey 
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LOW BIRTH W EIGHT, INFANT MORTALI TY, AND CHILD MORTAL ITY  

5ÌÙÔÐÓÐÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÐÕÍÈÕÛɯÔÖÙÛÈÓÐÛàɯÙÈÛÌɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÐÕÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÛɯÐÕɯÌÐÛÏÌÙɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÝÌÙàɯÏÐÎÏɯÖÙɯÝÌÙàɯ

low.  Many of the factors that can affect this indicator are poverty, teen pregnancy, education levels, or 

the increase in the number of low-birth weigh t infants.  Vermilion County has and continues to struggle 

with many of these risk factors.  Child mortality rates are much higher in Vermilion County than in 

Illinois as seen in the table and are looked over a 3 year period (8.4).   

Table 8.2:  Low Birth Weight  

Year  Vermilion Low 

Birthweight Number  

Vermilion Low 

Birthweight (%)  

Illinois Low 

Birthweight (%)  

2007-2013 703 9% 8% 

2008-2014 699 9% 8% 

2010-2016 NA  10% 8% 

2011-2017 NA  10% 8% 

2012-2018 NA  11% 8% 

Percentage of live births with low birthweight (<2500 grams).   

Source:  County Health Rankings 

 

Table 8.3:  Infant Mortality  

Year  Vermilion Infant 

Mortality Number  

Vermilion Infant 

Mortality Rate  

Illinois Infant Mortality 

Rate 

2013 9 *** 6.0 

2014 8 *** 6.6 

2015 3 *** 6.0 

2016  16 15.7 6.4 

2017 11 11.2 6.1 

2018 12 12.9 6.5 

Rates are per 1,000 live births 

*** Rate does not meet standards of reliability or precision.  

Source:  Illinois Department of Public Health, Birth Statistics  

 














































































































